6th Grade Social Studies Mid-Term Study Guide for Europe
European Geography: SS6G8a, b 

1. The Pyrenees Mountains form the border between Spain and France. 

2. The highest mountain range in Europe is the Alps. 

3. The Ural Mountains forms the eastern boundary between Europe and Asia. 

4. The Mediterranean Sea is located between Europe and Africa. It is the 

     worlds largest inland sea. 
5.  The two countries located on the Iberian Peninsula are Spain and 

     Portugal. 

6. The two countries located on the Scandinavian Peninsula are Norway and 

    Sweden. 

7. The Rhine River originates in the Swiss Alps and flows northwest to the 

     North Sea. 
8. The Danube River flows from west to east from Germany to the Black 

    Sea. 
9. The English Channel is a narrow sea between Great Britain and France. 

10. The European Plain is a vast, flat area stretching from France’s Atlantic 

      coast to the Ural Mountains in Russia. 

11. The largest country in Europe is Russia. 

12. England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland makeup the United 
     Kingdom. 

13. You must be able to label the following European countries: 

      Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, UK, Russia, Spain, Ukraine, and Poland 

European Environment Concerns: SS6G9 

1. Today, the UK’s air pollution is mainly caused by emissions from cars and trucks. In the past, air pollution was the result of emissions from factories. 
2. Germany’s greatest environmental concern is acid rain and the damage to the Black Forest. 

3. In April 1986, Chernobyl, Ukraine experienced the worst nuclear disaster in history. 

European Cultural Characteristics of Languages: SS6G11

1. Germanic language includes German and English. 

2. Romance language includes French and Italian.

3. Slavic language includes Russian. 

4. The Slavic languages use a Cyrillic alphabet based on ancient Greek 

    letters. 
European Cultural Characteristics of Religion: SS6G11
1. Judaism is the religion and culture of the Jewish people and the first recorded faith to worship only one God. 

2. Christianity is a religion based on the teachings of Jesus Christ. 

3. Islam is the religious faith of Muslims. Allah is the sole deity (Only One God) and Muhammad was the prophet.  

4. Christianity is the dominate religion in both western and eastern Europe. 

5. What major religion has Abraham as its founder?  Judaism 
6. Which major religion in Europe has these major groups: Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, and Protestants? Christianity 

7. What major religion in Europe has the Koran as their holy bible? Islam 
European Standard of Living and Literacy Rate: SS6G11
1. The standard of living is a country is determined by one’s education and income. 
2. Literacy is the ability to read and write. 

3. A country with a high literacy rate typically has a high standard of living. 

4. The literacy rate and standard of living in Europe are high. 

Europe’s Government: SSCG5
1. A country ruled by a king or queen is known as a monarchy. 

2. A government system in which a single ruler has complete authority and rules by himself. Autocratic 
3. A government system in which the people rule by voting for their leaders. 

    Democratic 
4. A government system in which few people with power (often the ones who 

    have money and land) rule. Oligarchy 
5. A form of government in which a group of states or communities come together with support for each other to work on common problems is a Confederation. 

6. A form of government in which power is divided between the central government and lower levels of government is a Federal government. 

7. A form of government in which one group (the central government) has all the power is a unitary government. 

The Government of the United Kingdom: SSCG5
1. The United Kingdom has a parliamentary type of government. 

2. The head of government in the UK is the Prime Minister David Cameron. 
3. Parliament is made up of the House of Lords and House of Commons. 

4. The House of Commons has the most power because they are elected by 

     the people. 

5. The monarch (Queen Elizabeth II) is a symbol of the country. Although 
     she has little power, the queen is honored by the people of the UK and 
     people around the world. 

The Federal Republic of Germany: SS6CG5
1. It has a federal system of government. 
2. Power is shared between a central government and 16 state governments. 

3. The president is the head of state but has little political power.

4. The chancellor is the powerful head of government. 

5. The chancellor is elected by one of the houses of Germany’s Parliament. 

6. The two house of Germany’s Parliament (legislature) is the Bundestag and the Bundesrat. 

7. Germany’s constitution guarantees basic rights and personal freedoms. 
The Russian Federation: SS6CG5 

1. This federation was established in 1991 when the Soviet Union was dissolved.

2. Its leader is a president who is elected by the people.

3. The president appoints a prime minister.

4. Russia’s Legislature is called the Federal Assembly.

5. The Federal Assembly is made up of the Federal Council and the State Duma. 

6. Russian ratified a constitution in 1993 that guarantees basic rights and personal freedoms. 
Compare and Contrast the Parliamentary and Presidential type of Government: SSCG5 

1. Both are democratic governments: People Vote

2. Parliamentary Government: Legislature holds power

3. Presidential Government: Power is divided 

The European Union 
The European Union (EU) is an organization of more than 25 countries. 

The EU has its own flag.

Its purpose is: 

1. To create a peaceful, stable environment between European countries.

2. To promote free trade among members leading to one common market.

3. To help ensure the safety and security of member nations.

4. To cooperate and assist each other in social issues such as preserving the environment and protecting human rights. 

5. One of its important accomplishments is the establishment of a single currency called the euro. 

The Economic System of Europe: SS66E5
1. An economy in which decisions are made primarily by buyers and sellers is called a market economy. 
2. An economy in which decisions are made mostly by the government is called a command economy. Think of the government commanding the economy. 

3. An economy in which decisions are based by both individuals and the government is a mixed economy. 

4. An economy in which decisions are based largely on customs and traditions is a traditional economy. 
Comparing European Economies
1. Between the countries of the UK, Germany, and Russia, which has the most economic freedom? UK (United Kingdom)

2. Between the countries of the UK, Germany, and Russia, which has the least economic freedom? Russia
Trade Barriers: SS6E6

1. This type of trade barrier is a government order refusing to trade with another country. Embargo (The United States has a trade embargo with Cuba.) 

2. This type of trade barrier sets a limit on the number of goods that can enter a country. Quota 
3. This type of trade barrier puts a tax on imports. Tariff 
Voluntary Trade: SS6E6
1. What is a free-trade zone? There are no tariffs between trading countries. 

2. Currency is the money people use to make trade easier. 

Economic Growth: SS6E7

1. What is Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of a country? It is the total value of all the goods and services produced in a country in one year. 

2. What is standard of living? It is the economic level for the people in the country. Wealthy, Middle Class or Poor 
3. Standard of living is based on a person’s income and education. 
4. Literacy Rate is the ability to read and write. 

5. Who would be an entrepreneur? A person that risks their money to start a business would be an entrepreneur. Examples in Jasper: Deb’s Bakery, Speed Burger, Quick Burger, 61 Main, Woodbridge, Pueblo Grill, all of the dog grooming businesses
6. What is human capital? Workers of a business and their skills, education, training, and healthcare
7. What is physical capital? Buildings, land, equipment, machinery, etc
8. What are natural resources? Something, such as a forest, a mineral deposit, or fresh water, that is found in nature and is necessary or useful to humans. Resources supplied by nature. 
Europe’s Historical Understanding: SS6H6 a
1. Which country helped lead the way in finding a water route to India? Portugal 

2. Prince Henry the Navigators accomplishments include:

Governor of Portugal’s southernmost coasts

He sent more than fifty expeditions down the west coast of Africa.

He established a naval observatory/school. 

Navigation, astronomy, and mapmaking were taught at his school. 

3. What is cartography? Mapmaking 

Historical Understanding Empire Building: SS6H6b
1. What were the Crusades? It was military expedition sent by different Popes (leaders of the Roman Catholic Church) to capture the Holy Land from the Muslim Turks.

2. What is a colony? A foreign area controlled by a country and contributing to its wealth 

3. The Empire of Portugal: 

It started with Prince Henry and his mapmaking school. 
Bartolomeu Dias reached the southern tip of Africa and discovered the Cape of Good Hope and the Indian Ocean

Portuguese sailors explored the coasts and islands of East Asia; established forts and trading posts

By 1571, a string of outposts connected Portugal with Africa, India, the South Pacific Islands, and Japan

It’s most profitable colony was Brazil until 1822. 

4. The Empire of Spain: 

1490s Christopher Columbus, an Italian, discovers the islands of the Bahamas, although he thought he was in Asia. 

The “New World” gave Spain enormous wealth.

The Spanish conquered the Inca and Aztec Empires.

Spain claimed and ruled huge areas of North and South America for over 300 years. 

Spain controlled the Philippines until almost the twentieth century. 

5. The Empire of England: 

At its peak, Great Britain controlled Canada, Australia, India, much of eastern Africa, and numerous islands across the world.

During the 18th century North America was under the control of Great Britain.

Great Britain: England, Scotland, and Wales 

6. The Empire of France: 

During the reign of Napoleon I, France dominated much of the European continent. By 1812, France controlled much of Germany, Italy, and Spain. 

By the 18th century, France controlled, Canada, Louisiana, several islands in the Caribbean, and some outposts in India and on the West African coast. 
Australia as a Colony of the United Kingdom: SS6H6c
What four reasons did Great Britain have for colonizing Australia? 

Prison Colony, Naval Base, Economic Trade, Keeping Rivals from having it  

In 1770, Captain James Cook claimed Australia as a British colony. 

European Empire Building: SS6H6d 
1. Why did European countries Scramble for Africa?
Imperialism is when a country increases their power and wealth by bringing additional territories under their control. Before World War 1, Africa and parts of Asia were points of competition amongst the European countries. This was especially true because of the raw materials these areas could provide. The increasing competition and desire for greater empires led to an increase in confrontation that helped push the world into World War I.
2. How did Nationalism lead to WWI? Each country had extreme pride in their country. They believed that their culture, ideas, and government were the best. Each country tried to prove their dominance and power. Also, Slavic people in Bosnia and Herzegovina no longer desired to be part of Austria Hungary but instead unit with Serbia.
3. How did Militarism lead to WWI? As the world entered the 20th century, an arms race had begun. By 1914, Germany had the greatest increase in military buildup. Great Britain and Germany both greatly increased their navies during this time period. This increase in militarism helped push the countries involved to war.
4.  Who were the Allied Powers and Central Powers during WWI? 



Allied Powers:  Britain, France and Russia, later joined by Japan (August 1914), Italy (May 1915), Romania (July 1915), the USA (April 1917) and 14 other nations 

Central Powers: Germany, the Austrian-Hungarian Empire, the Ottoman Empire and Bulgaria
5. The Ottoman Empire
The Ottoman Empire was an imperial state. The empire grew to include many areas in what is now present-day Europe to and it eventually became one of the largest, most powerful and longest-lasting empires in the history of the world. At its peak the Ottoman Empire included the areas of Turkey, Egypt, Greece, Bulgaria, Romania, Macedonia, Hungary, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, and parts of the Arabian Peninsula and North Africa
6. What was the immediate cause of WWI (Great War)?
The immediate cause of World War I was the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary. In June 1914, a Serbian nationalist assassinated him and his wife while they were in Sarajevo, Bosnia which was part of Austria-Hungary. This was in protest to Austria-Hungary having control of this region. Serbia wanted to take over Bosnia and Herzegovina. This assassination led to Austria-Hungary declaring war on Serbia. When Russia began to mobilize due to its alliance with Serbia, Germany declared war on Russia. Thus began the expansion of the war to include all those involved in the mutual defense alliances.
Conflict and Change in Europe to the 21st Century: SS6H7a 

1. What lead to the Russian Revolution? 
The Russian Revolution took place in 1917, during the final phase of World War I. It removed Russia from the war and brought about the transformation of the Russian Empire into the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), replacing Russia’s traditional monarchy with the world’s first Communist state. 

What was the cause of the Russian Revolution? Conflict among social classes

The poor were starving, so they revolted against the government. 
2. The purpose of the Treaty of Versailles was 

In 1919, Lloyd George of England, Orlando of Italy, Clemenceau of France and Woodrow Wilson from the US met to discuss how Germany was to be made to pay for the damage world war one had caused.
The main terms of the Treaty of Versailles were:

1. War Guilt Clause - Germany should accept the blame for starting World War One 

2. Reparations - Germany had to pay $6,600 million for the damage caused by the war 

3. Disarmament - Germany was only allowed to have a small army and six naval ships. No tanks, no air force and no submarines were allowed.  

4. Territorial Clauses - Land was taken away from Germany and given to other countries. 

3. What lead to WWII? 

Hitler became chancellor of Germany
German’s angry about being blamed for WWI

Hitler builds a military.

Hitler wanted more territory.
Hitler takes Austria and Czechoslovakia.

Hitler invades Poland.

On September 1, 1939, the beginning of the German attack, Great Britain and France sent Adolf Hitler an ultimatum - either withdraw German forces from Poland or Great Britain and France would go to war against Germany. 

On September 3, with Germany's forces penetrating deeper into Poland, Great Britain and France both declared war on Germany.  

4. What were the effects of the Great Depression? Banks Closed, People lost their money, People lost their jobs, and People lost their homes  

5. Which large group of people did Hitler target during the Holocaust? The Jewish People  

6. What is genocide? It is the planned killing of a race of people. 

7. The end of WWII 

Japan refused to surrender. The United States drops the atomic bomb. 

8. During the Cold War, what was the main disagreement between the United States and Soviet Union? The dispute over which country had the best economic system  

9. What condition is required to be considered a superpower? You must have influence over world events. 
10. What was NATO? North Atlantic Treaty organization 

It was an alliance of the United States, Canada, and its western European allies. It was formed after WWII. 
11. What are the two terms used to describe the dividing line between eastern and western, communist and noncommunist areas?  Berlin Wall and the Iron Curtain 

12. What marked the end of the Cold War? The destruction of the Berlin Wall 
13. What was the largest country created from the former Soviet Union? 

Russia 

14. This leader of Russia helped end communism in 1991. Mikhail Gorbachev 

