Latin America and the Caribbean Study Guide
1. You must be able to locating the following on a political and physical map of Latin America and the Caribbean. 

Select Physical Features:

Pacific Ocean

Gulf of Mexico

Caribbean Sea

Amazon River

Panama Canal

Sierra Madre Mountains

Andes Mountains

Atacama Desert 

Select Countries: 

Mexico

Panama

Colombia

Venezuela

Brazil

Bolivia

Cuba

Haiti 

2. Mexico City and Air Pollution 
How does geography play a role in Mexico City’s air pollution problem? 

It lies in a bowl-shaped valley that traps air pollutants. 

What are the main sources of air pollution in Mexico City? 

Factories and Cars 

What solution is a way that the government is trying to reduce pollution in Mexico City? 

They are reducing the number of cars that produce little or no air pollution. They are also encouraging citizens to use public transportation, walking, and biking instead of driving individual cars. 

3. Destruction of the Rain Forest in Brazil 

Which is a problem associated with deforestation? 

There is less forest to produce goods that humans need. 

Why does deforestation increase when the value of crops and cattle go up?

People think they can make more profit selling cattle and crops. 

What is the main crop grown in areas of deforestation? 

The main crop is soybeans. 

The world gets about 20 percent of which resource from the Amazon rain forest? 

The people of the world get about 20 percent of their oxygen from the Amazon rain forest. 

4. Oil-Related Pollution in Venezuela
What problem has been caused by oil production in Venezuela?

The coast along the Caribbean Sea has been polluted with oil. 

Why might the Venezuelan government NOT want to stop oil production in the country, even though it causes a lot of pollution? 

The government gets about half of its money to run the country from the oil business. The United States gets about 15 percent of its oil from Venezuela. 

Who is affected first by carbon dioxide pollution? 

Children and the Elderly suffer from breathing problems like asthma. 
Which problem is associated with too much carbon dioxide in the air? 

Breathing Problems in the young and elderly are associated with carbon dioxide in the air.
5. Location, Climate, and Natural Resources of Mexico
Which metal is mined more in Mexico than anywhere else?
Silver mines in Mexico produce about 15 percent of the silver sold in the world each year. 

Which country has about three-fourths of the trade with Mexico?

 The United States because of the free trade agreement and it borders the United States. 

Which region of Mexico has the most people?
Most people live in the central Plateau. Mexico City is one of the world’s largest cities and is located in this region.

Which is a problem for the farmers in Mexico? 

The soil is not very productive for growing crops. 

What is one of Mexico’s most important exports? Mexico is the 10th largest oil exporter in the world. 
6. Location, Climate, and Natural Resources of Venezuela

Which is a major reason that few Venezuelans are farmers?
In Venezuela there is very little arable (farmable) land. Only about 10 percent of the jobs in Venezuela are related to farming. 
Which is a negative result of Venezuela’s oil business?

The pollution from the oil has damaged the air and land. It has also caused health problems for the people. 

How has Venezuela’s location helped its trade with other countries? 

Venezuela has a coastline with ports on the Caribbean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean. This makes it easy for Venezuela to trade with any surrounding countries. About 90 percent of the money that helps run the country comes from its export of oil to other countries. 
Most people in Venezuela live in what type of area?  
About 88 percent of the people in Venezuela live in urban areas. What is an urban area? 
7. Comparing Mexico and Venezuela

How is the population of Mexico and Venezuela different?

Mexico has a population of about 111,000,000 and Venezuela has a population of about 28,000,000. What is the difference? 
The warm climate of Mexico and Venezuela is MOST helpful to which industry? 

Oil, fishing, tourism, or health care    (Tourism) 

Why do most Mexicans and Venezuelans live in urban areas? 

There are more jobs in the factories and businesses of the cities. In Mexico, about 77 percent of the people live in urban areas. In Venezuela, about 88 percent of the people live in urban areas. WOW!!! 

What is the major source of income in both Mexico and Venezuela?  

Both countries depend heavily on the oil business. 

What is one problem with depending on oil exports for most of a country’s income? 
Think!!! What would happen to Mexico and Venezuela if their oil reserves dried up? 
Where would they get the money to run their countries? 

8. Location, Climate, and Natural Resources of Brazil 
Where do most Brazilians live in their country?

Most Brazilians live along the eastern, coastal areas of their country. About 80 percent of the people live within 200 miles of the ocean.
The climate of Brazil allows farmers to export what important crops?
They produce one-third of the world’s coffee, and they lead the world in the production of oranges, papayas, and sugar cane. Soybeans and soybean products are important products for trade with other countries. Only the U.S. exports more farm products than Brazil. 

Which natural resource is an important export for Brazil?

Cars, shoes, iron ore, or sugar cane 

Why does Brazil have a fast-growing tourism industry?

The Amazon rain forest draws many visitors. Brazil’s sandy beaches and warm climate attract visitors. The cities of Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo have attractions and festivals that bring visitors from around the world. 

How does Brazil’s location help it trade with other countries? 

There are seven major seaports along the Atlantic coast. Brazil’s location on the Atlantic Ocean and its closeness to the Panama Canal greatly influence its trade with other countries. 
9. Location, Climate, and Natural Resources of Cuba 

What has been the major export for Cuba for the past two hundred years? 
For centuries, sugar cane plantations have been a major source of income for Cuba. Sugar cane is the most important export for the country.
Which industries are helped MOST by Cuba’s location on the ocean? 
Cuba’s location on the ocean gives it easy access to rich fishing waters. Fishing provides food for Cubans, and it gives the country another product to export. Also, tourism is one of the fastest- growing industries in Cuba. 
Which product does Venezuela provide at a reduced cost to Cuba?   Oil 
Today, Venezuela sells oil to Cuba at a reduced price, but Cuba cannot sell enough goods to buy everything its people need. In order to save energy, the government orders businesses and factories to close. The government orders blackouts, or times when all electricity to a region is cut off. 
The large amount of arable land is MOST helpful to which industry in Cuba?
Arable land is related to the farming industry. 
Which country supported Cuba until 1991? The Soviet Union provided support to Cuba until it collapsed in 1991. 
10. Comparing Brazil and Cuba 
Who is Brazil’s largest trading partner?

Cuba is Brazil’s largest trading partner. 

A similarity between Brazil and Cuba is that, in both countries, people tend to live in

The majority of the people in both countries live in urban areas. In Brazil, about 84 percent of the people live in urban areas. In Cuba, about 76 percent of the people live in urban areas. It’s all about work and making a living. 

A difference between Brazil and Cuba is that Brazil 
Brazil has a much larger population than Cuba. There population is about 191 million and Cuba has a population of about 11 million. WOW!! What a difference!!
How do the land areas of Cuba and Brazil compare?
Brazil is about eight times the size of Cuba. Brazil’s land area is around 3,300,000 square miles and Cuba’s is 43,000 square miles. 

In which industries do Cuba and Brazil compete with each other for trade with other countries? These countries compete for coffee, sugar, and tourism trade. (Competition) 

