Save the Rainforest!!

Directions: 

1. Create an information booklet

2. In your booklet, you will include the following sections:
       I. Why is the Rainforest in Danger? 

            Bullets: give examples 

      II. Why Save the Rainforest? 

            Bullets: give reasons 

     III. How Can We Help? 

          Bullets: give ways people can help save the Rainforest. 

Rubric: 

Did you include all three headings?  10 points 

Did you include bullets under each heading?  10 Points 

Did you include examples, reasons, and finally ways to save the Rainforest examples? Did you include your idea on the last page?  40 points 

Did you include a title page?  Title: Save the Rainforest and your name      20 Points 

Did you write neatly? Did you spell correctly? 10 Points 

Is your information book organized? Estimate the space. Use all space!  10 Points                                                                                     
Why Is the Rainforest In Danger?
When you think of the rainforest, you probably think of monkeys, jungle plants, big snakes, and lots of rain. You may not think about oil, copper, and gold, but these are found in the rainforest, too! Companies from many different countries are interested in removing things like oil, copper, and gold from the rainforest and selling them in other parts of the world. The wood from certain types of trees in the rainforest, like mahogany, is also very valuable. When these natural resources are removed from the rainforest, companies often destroy or damage the water, soil, plants, and animals there.

Another reason the rainforest is disappearing is because of cattle farming. Although cows aren't normally found in the rainforest, some individuals and companies are clearing rainforest land and raising cows on it because the land is relatively cheap. However, the rainforest soil isn't very good for growing the grasses cattle eat; usually after a few years the cattle farmers have to move on to new areas of the rainforest, cut down more trees, and start over again.

Although rainforests have been around for millions of years--they're the Earth's oldest living ecosystems--they may not be around for much longer. At the present rate of destruction, all the earth's rainforests will be gone in 30 years. And once the rainforest is destroyed, it doesn't come back. 137 species of plants and animals become extinct every day in rainforests around the world.

Why Save the Rainforest?
Some uses of the rainforest land, like those listed above, are very damaging to the rainforests' survival. However, other products can be "sustainably harvested" from the rainforest and greatly benefit both the native people living in the rainforest and the rest of us in other communities. For instance, did you know that?
· One out of every four medicines in pharmacies today comes from the rainforest. These include treatments for serious diseases like cancer, heart disease, arthritis, and childhood leukemia. But there's much more testing to be done: scientists estimate that over 99% of the plants in the rainforest haven't even been studied yet for their possible medical uses.

· Destruction of forests is the second largest cause of global warming. Scientists believe that if global warming continues, it could cause serious problems like floods and droughts in different parts of the world.

· Rainforests supply yummy foods. Look to the rainforests for Brazil nuts, cocoa, coffee, bananas, yams, and many other foods and spices we enjoy every day.
· About one million people call the Amazon home. These people's ancestors have lived in the Amazon for hundreds of thousands of years, and the survival of their culture depends on the rainforest's survival.

How Can I Help?
One of the biggest threats to the rainforest today is large-scale logging of rainforest trees. To help decrease the number of trees logged in the rainforest, you can:
· Avoid buying products made from "exotic woods" that grow in the rainforest. These include Mahogany, Teak, Rosewood, Sitka Spruce, and Western Red Cedar.

· use recycled paper (or tree-free paper made from cotton, straw, or other substances)

· recycle paper goods at home and at school

Another way you can help is by using fewer products made from oil. When oil is drilled and piped in the rainforest, it causes a lot of pollution to the water and ground there. One out of every four gallons of oil coming into the U.S. comes from the Amazon rainforest. Try to do the following:
· Walk or ride your bike when you can. If you can't do that, keep gasoline use to a minimum by carpooling or taking a bus.

· Use glass instead of plastic (which is made from oil). If you have to use plastic bottles, utensils, etc., recycle them. 
It’s Your Turn!!  Your Idea 
· On the last Page of Your booklet you will include one idea of your own.  You will explain how it will work. How will your idea protect the Rainforest? 
